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Nevada Gold Mines Donates $35,000 to Strengthen Advocate Training in Rural Communities
Reno, NV - The Nevada Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence (NCEDSV) is proud to announce a generous $35,000 donation from Nevada Gold Mines to support the Victim’s Advocate Academy of Nevada (VAAN).
Since 2017, VAAN has been instrumental in ensuring that professionals serving victims of violent crime have access to high-quality training and support. With this funding, NCEDSV will be able to expand VAAN’s reach into rural communities, ensuring that advocates in these often under-resourced areas receive the tools they need to serve survivors effectively.
This donation will specifically allow NCEDSV to:
· Increase the number of VAAN participants from rural communities
· Offer two training cohorts annually to better meet community demand
· Create in-person affinity groups to strengthen learning and connection for rural participants
· Print and distribute resources tailored to support advocates in rural Nevada
“At Nevada Gold Mines, we are proud to support the Nevada Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence and its Victim’s Advocate Academy of Nevada,” said Jennifer Jonas, Manager of Native American and Community Affairs for Nevada Gold Mines. “This program ensures advocates across our state have the specialized training and support they need to stand with survivors of violent crime during their most difficult moments. By investing in NCEDSV, we’re helping strengthen Nevada’s network of victim services and build healthier, safer communities.”
“Thanks to the generosity of Nevada Gold Mines, more advocates in our rural communities will receive the training and support they need to stand with victims of violent crime,” said Elizabeth Abdur-Raheem, Executive Director of NCEDSV. “This is an investment in safety, resilience, and healing for survivors across the state.”
Victim advocacy is high-stress, high-burnout work, especially in rural areas where resources are limited, and staff are stretched thin. The VAAN program fills a crucial gap by ensuring Nevada’s advocates have access to professional certification and ongoing support at no cost to them or their agencies.
For more information about VAAN and opportunities to support rural advocacy, visit www.ncedsv.org.
About NCEDSV
The Nevada Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence advocates for the elimination of domestic and sexual violence through education, policy, and community collaboration. Our mission is to be the statewide voice advocating for the prevention and elimination of domestic and sexual violence through partnering with communities.
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